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***NEWS RELEASE*** 

For Immediate Release 
 

 

Death caused by apparent dog attack  

under investigation 
 

December 10, 2021 

 

Sumter County Sheriff’s Office is investigating the death of a 

60-year-old woman who died as a result of an apparent dog 

attack while inside a residence in the Cherryvale area on Dec. 

9.  

 

Based on a preliminary investigation, the victim — Lori Martin 

of Anchorage, Alaska, who was visiting family — was 

attacked while a family member’s dogs were fighting each 

other inside the residence on South Lake Cherryvale Drive. 

Martin had multiple lacerations on her body consistent with 

dog bites and claw scratches. The dogs also had lacerations 

consistent with dog bites and claw scratches.  

 

Martin was found unresponsive by a family member before 

noon that day, shortly after the apparent attack occurred. An 

autopsy has been scheduled for Wednesday at the Medical 

University of South Carolina in Charleston, according to 

Sumter County Coroner Robbie Baker.  

 

The sheriff’s office seized and quarantined four dogs — three 

Boxers and a Pitbull — that are suspected to have been 

involved in the incident. There were a total of six dogs inside 

the residence.  

 

The seized dogs will be examined to determine their 

temperament and to determine if they should be considered 

vicious.  

 

“This incident is still under investigation and we’re looking 

into every angle to determine the factors of this case,” Sheriff 
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Anthony Dennis said. “So far, we have determined that the 

dogs’ owner does not have a criminal record and there are no 

prior calls for service to that residence. We also do not have 

record of dog fighting in that immediate area. We have not 

seen anything of this nature in a very long time and this is such 

a tragic thing to take place just before the holidays.” 

 

Sumter County Sheriff’s Office does not have any other 

information to release about this incident at this time.  
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